Adaptive Computing Lab

AutoHotkey Download and Install Tutorial

This tutorial is about downloading and installing AutoHotkey Version 1.047.05

www.autohotkey.com

An open-source, that means free, utility for Windows. You can use AutoHotkey to do a
number of things that simplify tasks but | find the following to the ones that are the
most useful to persons who are adapting their computer input.

Abbreviation Expansion: By writing a script in Notepad, you can create an
abbreviation that expand and thus save you keystrokes. This function is quite
helpful in situations like passwords on the Internet, typing your long email
address into a form, or reproducing any kind of “boilerplate” text that you use
frequently.

Key remapping: Using AutoHotkey you can “remap” any key on the keyboard.
For example, the Windows Logo key to the right of the space bar could be
changed so that it is now the Escape key. For example, this would be a great
help for a user who is not able to get to the regular ESC key.

Hotkeys: This utility can be used to create hotkeys to perform any number of
tasks, for example open a specific web site. Hotkeys can be made to be almost
any combination of a key or button. Thus, | could create a hotkey combination
(such as ALT + G) that would open my website (www.ggober.com). This means
that | could use the hotkey at anytime and my default browser would open to
that webpage. The hotkey could also run programs, produce pages of text, etc.

This tutorial will focus on how to download AutoHotkey, install the program, how to
right scripts that will perform the three functions described above, and how to actually
run a AutoHotkey .AHK file.

Download: Go to site www.autohotkey.com




There is an excellent Quick-start Tutorial available. Click on the Download
link...

LA Download Quick-start Tutoria
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Documentation  Support

Changelog Forum | Wiki
Automation. Hotkeys. Scripting.

The Download link will take you to this page... | recommend for the new user
that you download the Installer for AutoHotkey Basic as shown in the image
below. After clicking on the link you will get a dialog box similar to the one
shown below. | recommend that you Save the file (be sure to remember where
you save it.)...

Home | Documentation | Changelog | Support | Forum | Wiki

Download

[nstaller for AutoHotkey_L: During installation it allows you to choose Unicode or ANSI, and 64-bit or 32-bit. It has many new features.

[nstaller for AutoHotkey Basic (1.95 MB): This is the original AutoHotkey, suitable for those who don't need Unicode, objects/arrays, and other new features. If
ou prefer not to run the installer, download this zip file instead.

ISmartGUI Creator 4.0 (273 KB): A visual layout tool that automatically generates GUI scripts. For Windows 9x, get this version instead.

ISciTE4AutoHotkey: A free editor for AutoHotkey scripts that offers syntax highlighting, AutoComplete, IntelliSense, code folding, and other features.

lOther Downloads: Contains AutoHotkey.dll, AutoCorrect, source code, miscellaneous utilities, and other versions of AutoHotkey.

After clicking on the link you will get a dialog box similar to the one shown
below. | recommend that you Save the file (be sure to remember where you
save it.)... it will be downloaded as a .ZIP file...



Opening AutoHotkey104805_Install.exe @

You have chosen to open
[~ AutoHotkey104805_Install.exe
whichis a: Application
from: http:/fwww.autohotkey.com
Would you like to save this file?

[ Save File ] [ Cancel

Navigate to where you saved the file and double click on it. The install might
vary somewhat depending upon your operating system but the following will
give you the general idea of how it works (these images all come from an
installation in Windows XP Professional).

Click Run...
Open File - Security Warning @

The publisher could not be verified. Are you sure you want to
run this software?

Name: AutoHotkey104805_Install.exe
Publisher: Unknown Publisher

Type: Application
From: C:\Documents and Settings\ggober\Desktop\my do...

[ Run ]l Cancel |

Always ask before opening this file

publisher. You should only run software from publishers you trust.

@ This file does not have a valid digital signature that verfies its
How can | decide what software to un?

Click next at the Welcome dialog box...



& AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05 Setup n Q]E\@

Welcome to the AutoHotkey
1.0.48.05 Setup Wizard

This wizard will guide you through the installation of
AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05.

Itis recommended that you close all other applications
before starting Setup. This will make it possible to update
relevant system files without having to reboot your
computer.

Click Next to continue.

Next> | [ Cancel ]

Click | Agree...at the License Agreement

License Agreement o~
Please review the license terms before installing AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05. (

Press Page Down to see the rest of the agreement.

GNU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE ~
Version 2, June 1991

Copyright (C) 1983, 1991 Free Software Foundation, Inc.

59 Temple Place, Suite 330, Boston, MA 02111-1307 USA
Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies
of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.

Preamble

The licenses for most software are designed to take away your v

If you accept the terms of the agreement, dlick I Agree to continue. You must accept the
agreement to install AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05.

[ < Back ][ I Agree l [ Cancel ]

Click Next to accept defaults at the Choose Components Window...



& AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05 Setup
Choose Components C.T. \

Choose which features of AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05 you want to install. ;‘7

Check the components you want to install and uncheck the components you don't want to
install. Click Next to continue.

Select components to install Desaription
Script Compiler
[] Enable drag & drop onto ¢

Space required: 2.5MB
< | =

[ < Back ][ Next > ] [ Cancel ]

Click Install to accept default at the Choose Install Location Window...

® AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05 Setup

Choose Install Location =
Choose the folder in which to install AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05. 67

Setup will install AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05 in the following folder. To install in a different folder,
click Browse and select another folder. Click Install to start the installation.

Destination Folder

[ :\Program Files\AutoHotke ‘ l Browse...

Space required: 2.5MB
Space available: 78.0GB

[ < Back " Install ] [ Cancel ]

After the files are installed there will be a dialog box similar to the one
below...click Finish.



® AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05 Setup |« I9=1ES

Completing the AutoHotkey
1.0.48.05 Setup Wizard

AutoHotkey 1.0.48.05 has been installed on your computer.

Click Finish to close this wizard.

Now that AutoHotkey is installed, check out the AutoHotkey Scripting Tutorial.



